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When you think about humanity and the history of the people who define it some interesting thoughts arise. One might think of the Middle Ages. Another might ponder the wonders of the renaissance. I, when asked about the ascent of man through the chronicles of time, think of the glorious power and unequaled unity of the Roman Empire. Although the Empire lasted for hundreds of years, one period that shows this power and unity is the period in which one of the world's most powerful rulers was Emperor. This man was Julius Caesar. Julius Caesar's wisdom and brilliance where a key to the door of power. To look back on such a man is a privilege granted to those who are willing to experience the might of this great man


Julius Caesar was born on July 12, 100 BC. He was the son of Gaius Julius Caesar and Aurelia. Caesar was born into a popular clan, the Julius clan. He was the nephew of a seven-time consul and military leader, Gaius Marius. Marius didn't want Caesar to become too popular. He made Julius a Flamen Dialas. This was a priest to the head Roman God Jupiter. During Caesar's teen years he became a talented poet. He was well liked by women. Before he was twenty, Caesar married his first wife, Cornelia. Cornelia was the daughter of a rich politician named Lucius Cornelius Cinna. Cinna was part of a popular Roman political party.

Soon Caesar learned of an enemy who wanted Caesar out of Rome. His name was Sulla. When Caesar heard of this, he fled to Asia and fell under the orders of King Nicomedes. He raised a fleet under the praetor of Asia. Some of Caesar's enemy accused Caesar of being subject to the King's unnatural fantasies. In order to disprove these lies, Caesar attempted to sleep with every patrician women in Rome. Sulla lost his power and Caesar attempted to return to Rome. On the way he was captured by a group of pirates. They asked for a ransom of twenty talents. Caesar boasted by saying he was worth more than twenty talents. Caesar manipulated the pirates to the point he could give them a few orders and would be obeyed. Caesar was freed and the pirates received their ransom. Caesar gathered some men and defeated the pirates in a battle. He crucified them on a nearby beach.


Caesar returned to Rome in 73 BC. By the year 70 he became a Senator. After he became a Senator his wife Cornelia died. His next wife was a patrician woman named Pompeia. She was the grand daughter of a prominent politician named Pompey. The marriage made a tight alliance between Caesar and Pompey. Marcus Licinus Crassus financially supported Caesar. Crassus was the richest man in Rome. Caesar was made the Governor of Spain. This paid of all his debts to Crassus. Caesar was made a general in 63 BC.


Caesar made his way through the corsus honorum. The corsus honorum was the series of government positions that one had to go through to get to the top of the government. In 63 BC he acquired aedilship. This position required Caesar to spend tremendous amounts of money on public things like statues and buildings. This position granted Caesar with enormous popularity. Caesar was elected to be the next Pontifus Maximus or chief priest. In 62 he was made a Praetor. Caesar didn't last as a praetor for a long time. Shortly after his election he gave up the position. Two things brought out this decision. His stock of grain fell. Also, a man named Publios Clodius fell in love with Caesar's wife. Clodius would dress like a woman and sneak into Caesar's house. Caesar caught him and through him out of Rome. Caesar also divorced his wife, although no proof of an affair ever came up. 


Caesar returned to Rome from Spain in 59 BC. When he returned Crassus, Pompey and him made an informal alliance. The alliance balanced out perfectly. Pompey was to take control of the groups military abilities, Crassus took care of the money that belonged to the group and Caesar handled the group's followers. They made the first triumvirate. Caesar gave his daughter Julia's hand in marriage to Pompey who was three times her age. Soon afterwards Caesar was elected into the Consulship along side Bibulius. The two weren't best of friends. As consul he took control of Illyricum, Cisalpine Gaul, and Transalpine Gaul. Nowadays they are Dalmatia, Northern Italy, and Southern France. For the next nine years Caesar was devoted to conquering all of Gaul. This was considered by many to be his finest achievement. He was a talented military leader and had strategic abilities unmatched by anyone before him. He had the ability to halt his troops at the perfect times in battle. Caesar was supposed to hold the records for most enemy kills, and he was to have fought in the most battles.


Back in Rome the treaties between the triumvirate held strong. The triumvirate grew so powerful that they ruled the entire empire. By 56 BC Caesar felt his conquest of Gaul was complete. In 56 BC Caesar and Pompey where elected Consuls. It didn't make a large difference. Crassus was killed in battle while fighting the Parthians. Trouble started to brew in Gaul and Caesar went to pacify it. In his absence Pompey was made sole consul. Caesar's term as governor ran out and he desperately needed to be governor. Caesar was still head of the army though. The Senate didn't want the head of the army to be a consul so they persuaded Pompey to not let Caesar be consul. On January 7, 49 BC the Senate told Caesar to disband his armies, but Caesar refused. On January 10 Caesar marched his army across the Rubicon River and started a civil war.


The Senate gave control of the remaining Republic forces to Pompey. After three months of fighting Caesar pushed Pompey's army to Greece and Caesar gained control of Italy. Caesar was made honorary dictator to the next Consul election. Caesar then went to Spain to face the remainder of Pompey's forces there. He finally went to Greece to fight Pompey. He was defeated but finally beat Pompey at Pharsalus. When he beat Pompey he was voted permanent dictator. He then followed Pompey's army to Egypt. He was already involved in a war in Egypt. The war was fought to put Caesar's mistress Cleopatra VII. He marched through Syria and Pontus to defeat Pharnaces, the king of Pontus. After defeating Pharnaces Caesar said his famous words "Veni, vidi, vici…" Translated it means I came, I saw, I conquered. Before his return to Rome he defeated the Pompieans at Thaspus. He was elected Dictator for ten more years.


Caesar did a lot to better the Roman Empire. He expanded the borders so they could be easily defended. He lowered slavery by giving a limit to the amount of slaves to paid workers there where. He took out corrupt parts of the government. Caesar also revised the calendar to its form today. He acquired the help of a mathematician named Sosigenes. He built many places to study math and geometry. Caesar had many other ideas but his life was cut short before he could accomplish them.


Caesar ruled everything in Rome. He came close to being a king. The Senate saw that he was tying to bring an end to the Republic. In order to save their way of life Marcus Brutus, Luciu Decimus Brutus, Casca, and Cassius plotted to assassinate Julius Caesar. On a day that is known as the Ides of March, the 15th of March 44 BC, Marcus Brutus led an attack on Julius Caesar and other Senators. Julius Caesar was stabbed to death by a dagger wielded by Brutus himself. And so comes the end of an era of triumph and majesty. Who knows what would have happened if Caesar would have lived to fulfill his dream of conquering Germany, the country that later destroyed the Roman Empire.

